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Checklist for a family reunion  
 

If you are resident (national or foreigner) of Ethiopia planning to get married in Switzerland or to join 

your family member in Switzerland, you can apply for an authorization at the Embassy of Switzerland 

in Addis Ababa.  

 

You can submit your visa application by appointment only. Please book your appointment by writing 

an email to the Embassy addisababa.visa@eda.admin.ch. 

 

If your documents are not in a Swiss language (German, French, Italian), English or Spanish, they 

need to be translated in one of the aforementioned languages. Please use one of the translation 

offices published on our website. 

 

Please submit the documents in the exact order given below, please do not staple any documents: 

 

Passport or official travel document: 

issued within the last 10 years; with at least three months validity and with at least 2 blank 

pages 

Original and 3 photocopies of passport (photo, personal data and signature page only) 

 

Foreign nationals residing in Ethiopia: 

Valid resident permit with validity of at least 3 months after the planned stay in Switzerland 

Original and 3 photocopies  

 

3 identical recent passport photos (please consult the requirements on the website)  

3 national (type D) visa application forms duly completed in German, French, Italian, English 

or Spanish, signed by the applicant. 

 

In case of minors (under 18 years of age): both parents will need to sign and add a copy of 

their passports. Additionally, following documents need to be submitted: 

- letter of consent from the parents 

- court decision if one parent has sole custody. The original court decision needs to be 

legalized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

- if one of the parent is deceased, death certificate legalized by the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs 

 

3 copies of a confirmation letter duly dated and signed by the person living in Switzerland 

containing and confirming at least the following information:  

- name and address of host  

- name, date of birth and nationality of applicant 

- relation between host and applicant and purpose of the stay 

 

3 copies of passport (pages with photo, personal data and signature only) of your spouse / 

fiancé(e) / parent(s) living in Switzerland 

 

3 copies of the Swiss residence permit of the spouse / fiancé(e) / parent(s), if applicable  

Original marriage certificate for spouses / original birth certificates for dependent children and 

its translation (if necessary).  

The original documents need be legalized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  

Original and 3 copies 

 

If you are planning to get married in Switzerland, please check the checklist for “marriage to 

be performed in in Switzerland” published on the website. 

 

If your marriage needs to be registered in the Swiss civil status register, please check the  
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checklist for “After your marriage performed in Ethiopia” published on the website. The 

Embassy can confirm whether the registration is necessary upon request.  

If your marriage is already registered, proof of marriage registration in Switzerland, not older 

than 6 months 

Original and 3 copies 

 

Criminal record extract, legalized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Original and 2 copies 

 

Visa fee: please check the website for the current fees. For spouses and children of Swiss 
and EU/EFTA nationals, and for children under six years of age, the visa is free of charge.  
 
Other fees: An advance payment in Ethiopian Birr in cash will be requested at the time of 
opening the file  for the verification of civil status documents. The amount of the advance 
payment ranges between ETB 5’500 - ETB 32’000 depending on the amount of documents 
and region. The exact amount will be communicated at the time of the application. 

 

 

 

Please note that:  

 

The Embassy of Switzerland reserves the right to ask for additional documents and/or for a personal 

interview.  

 

Your request will be forwarded for a decision to the competent cantonal immigration authority where 

you intend to stay. The procedure takes at least 8 -12 weeks. Once the entry visa has been 

authorized, you will have to submit your original passport or travel document to this Embassy in order 

to obtain your visa. The passport can be picked up the following working day.  

 

No copies are made on your behalf and incomplete applications will not be accepted. 
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