
 

ASSOCHAM 5th Sustainable Environment Forum 

Address Dr. L. von Castelmur, Ambassador of Switzerland to India 

16th March 2016, Hotel Le Méridien, New Delhi 

 

 
Honorable Minister, dear Secretary general ASSOCHAM D.S. Rawat, dear Director General TERI Ajay 

Mathur, dear colleagues on the dais, ladies and gentlemen, dear friends, 

 

It is a great pleasure for me to address all of you. This year’s Sustainable Environment Forum focuses 

on one of the world’s biggest challenges: climate change. Due to the very nature of the challenge, which 

does not know any borders, it can only be effectively addressed in a collective manner. Therefore, I am 

particularly glad that this event is organized by an industry association, the Associated Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry in India (ASSOCHAM). It is a clear indication that commercial and industrial 

enterprises are concerned about the challenge of climate change and are undertaking efforts to tackle it. 

 

As the topic of this forum overlaps to a large extent with international cooperation activities supported 

through the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) in India, we are glad to join hands 

with ASSOCHAM on this occasion. Let me thus share a few words about the Swiss presence in India 

and some of our collaborative activities in addressing climate change issues. 

 

Switzerland and India are linked by an old friendship; they have also an intensive development 

cooperation partnership for more than 50 years. Among the many activities that were jointly 

implemented by Indian and Swiss institutions over the years, there had been a particular focus on 

environmental issues such as the management of natural resources or reducing energy consumption 

and pollution of small and medium enterprises. Building on this stream of work, SDC’s programme in 

India since 2008 addresses primarily issues of common interests in the area of climate change. 

 

Over the years, we have been closely partnering with many of the institutions represented here today 

such as the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, the Ministry of Science and 

Technology, the Ministry of Power, the Bureau of Energy Efficiency, and other government bodies, but 

also with non-governmental institutions such as TERI and with international organizations such as 

UNDP and UNIDO. And also industry associations and private sector entities have been important 

partners of our project implementation activities. 

 

Some of the major topics we are presently working on under our development cooperation programme 

are energy efficiency in buildings, development of a new low carbon cement type, promotion of 

renewable energy solutions for remote village electrification and energy efficiency in small and medium 

enterprises in the foundry sector.  

 

Through our cooperation projects, we endeavor to transfer knowledge and expertise, which was gained 

through climate change measures in Switzerland. This is much easier said than done. Nevertheless, our 



cooperation projects were able to demonstrate ways and means for achieving significant energy saving 

and greenhouse gas emission reductions in key sectors. 

 

What seems to have worked well is our approach to involve Indian experts in order to jointly innovate 

and customize the solutions to the local requirements. We have also always laid great emphasis on 

skills enhancement and capacity building, in order to have a lasting effect. Another key factor was to 

work hand in hand with the concerned industries and make use of their capacity for innovation. Clearly 

for us a responsible private sector is not the problem, but rather a part of the solution. 

 

Let me in this context bring your attention to a landmark achievement of Switzerland on the innovation 

front. Many of you might be aware of the landing of Solar Impulse in Ahmedabad and Varanasi last year. 

Solar impulse is a solar-powered aircraft designed to remain in the air day and night without using a 

single drop of fossil fuel. On its journey around the world, the solar airplane has already covered a 

distance of nearly 20’000 kilometers. And the adventure continues. In April, Solar Impluse will resume 

its solar round-the-world journey in the coming months and fly from Hawaii to the USA, Europe in order 

to reach its point of departure Abu Dhabi.  As an idea born in Switzerland, the Solar Impulse project 

embodies many of the features that characterize Switzerland as a global leader in innovation: 

pioneering spirit, entrepreneurship, excellence in research and development, well-educated and -trained 

people and a fine-tuned collaboration between the private and the public sector.  

 

At the Embassy, we are currently celebrating the Year of Swiss Innovation in India. We have been and 

we are organizing a series of symposia, workshops and travelling exhibitions on innovative 

achievements in fields such as renewable energy, green buildings, robotics, intellectual property rights, 

gaming, digital innovation, design and artistic performances. 

 

What is important is that at the Swiss Embassy we also practice what we preach. Therefore, we strive to 

further make the Embassy’s surrounding environment clean and green. Beside the integration of 

resource and energy efficiency in the recently constructed office building of SDC, we are in the process 

of installing state of the art solar thermal technology on the main embassy building for cooling in the 

summer and heating during the winter. 

 

Beside the international cooperation activities, about 250 private Swiss enterprises are already working 

in India, employing more than 100,000 people and thus already contributing towards the Prime-

Minister’s Make-in-India initiative. Several more Swiss enterprises are eyeing to partner with India. 

Switzerland Global Enterprise – a government institution for promoting trade and investments – is 

supporting Swiss companies with respect to the discovery and exploitation of growth opportunities in the 

cleantech market. In view of the developments taking place in the cleantech sector in India, a high-level 

delegation of Swiss official and business representatives will be visiting Delhi on 19-20 April 2016 led by 

the State Secretary for Energy. This will certainly be an excellent opportunity to have further interactions 

on the important topics at hand.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, once again I congratulate ASSOCHAM for organizing this event and wish you all 

stimulating deliberations. 


