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CapaCITIES: Coimbatore City Dialogue, 16 March, 2018 
Keynote Address by Ambassador Dr. Andreas Baum 

 
Dr. K Vijayakarthikeyan, Commissioner, Coimbatore Municipal Corporation 
 
Esteemed dignitaries on the stage,  
Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It is a great pleasure for me to be here in Coimbatore.  

Urbanisation is taking place at a rapid rate across the globe. The same is true for India as well. India is 

urbanising and this trend will continue over the next few decades. As more people move into cities and towns 

to earn their livelihoods or for education, there will be a need for housing, for better transport and mobility 

options, for resources such as electricity and water and for more efficient and effective management of 

municipal services. 

Cities today account for approximately two-thirds of global energy use and over 70% of energy related 

greenhouse gas emissions that drive global climate change. Increased demand for energy, infrastructure and 

services is putting city systems under pressure. This will be accentuated further by growing risks caused by 

climate variability. Poor and vulnerable segments of the city populations will be affected most.  

The vision, policies and programmes of the Government of India towards addressing the issues of 

urbanisation are commendable. The Smart City Mission is an ambitious and bold initiative, which, in our 

opinion, is achievable. India’s plan for urban development aims at providing a better quality of life – better 

homes, better access to sanitation, and access to safe drinking water - for millions of people.  

Achieving the Smart City Mission targets, as well as targets of other urban development programmes, by 

integrating low carbon, climate resilient and environmentally sustainable measures, will also contribute 

towards India achieving its international climate commitments under the Paris Climate Agreement.  

It is in this context that the CapaCITIES project of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) 

finds its strong relevance, by working with partner cities wishing to move towards a Low Carbon and Climate 

Resilient City Development.  

The CapaCITIES project aims at strengthening the capacities of Indian cities to identify, plan and implement 

measures for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and for enhancing resilience to climate change in an 

integrated manner. The first phase of the project is being implemented in the four cities of Coimbatore, 

Udaipur, Rajkot and Siliguri.  The project focuses on mainstreaming climate change mitigation and adaptation 

into development policies at the city level, supporting the city authorities in the formulation and 

implementation of integrated action plans and measures across priority sectors and sharing experiences with 

other cities in developing and emerging countries.  

Coimbatore is an important city for Switzerland. Apart from the CapaCITIES project, several Swiss companies 

are key players in the major economic sectors of the city – namely, textiles and pump industries.  
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Yesterday, I had an opportunity to see the growth and expansion of the city. As in many other cities in India, 

the citizens and city planners of Coimbatore face the challenges of rapid urbanisation and development. The 

carbon footprint of the city is increasing and will increase further. The per capita greenhouse gas emissions 

of the city are almost double of the national data. 

Our CapaCITIES project has carried out climate risk analyses for the city. On climate projections, they show 

that, by the end of this century, the city will witness:  

 An increase in average maximum temperature by 3.3 degrees Celsius, 

 While average minimum temperatures will increase by 3.4 degrees Celsius,  

 Increases in rainfall by 11%.  

The impact of this climate variability will be felt on fragile urban systems – Water, Land-use, Sewerage, Solid 

waste and Transport. Obviously this analysis and its impacts need to be debated and discussed, which is the 

objective of the City Dialogue today.  

The analysis and consultations in the city have resulted in the preparation of the Climate Resilient City Action 

Plan for Coimbatore, which includes mitigation and adaptation measures. Actions points proposed across all 

vulnerable sectors will help the city of Coimbatore in reducing annual greenhouse gas emissions by 15 

percent by the year 2021. This plan will be presented to you and I would encourage you to think of some of 

out of the box solutions which, when implemented, can further reduce the carbon footprint of the city.  

From our perspective, we should view these climate risks and vulnerabilities as an indicator to plan better for 

our cities. We should even see climate change as an opportunity. With this in mind, yesterday, together with 

the Municipal Commissioner, I had the opportunity to:  

 Inaugurate Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Stations, which have been installed at four different 

locations in the city. Air pollution is a growing concern as it has a direct impact on health as well as 

on climate change. The data from these stations will be very useful to create awareness among 

citizens and also in implementing corrective measures to curb pollution. I would request the project 

to go a step beyond and develop an implementable clean air plan for the city in coordination with the 

Municipal Corporation. 

 I also visited a municipal ward, where the project is working on a decentralised Solid Waste 

Management System. The objective is to make two municipal wards - 22 and 24 - Zero Waste Wards 

through incentivizing source segregation of biodegradable and non-biodegradable waste. We have 

initiated the greening of sites where the community bins have been removed. 

 The project will also commission a decentralized Bio-methanation plant, which will abate greenhouse 

gas emissions from disposal and transportation of organic waste. Together with the Commissioner, 

we laid the foundation stone for the 1.5 ton decentralized bio-methanation plan in the Farmer’s 

Market, which should become operational in the next six months. 

In addition, we are working with the city to provide technical support in defining long-term bankable projects, 

which will assist the Municipal Corporation to raise finances for:  

 A strategic Action Plan for Waste Water Management and Treatment infrastructure  
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 Assistance in identifying suitable technology for treatment of waste water to reduce pollution of lakes 

in the city.  

 Technical advice related to an incineration plant as part of the long-term strategy for solid waste 

management in the city. 

I hope that these interventions, both quick win and bankable projects, will support the city to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions and to make Coimbatore a climate resilient city. I wish you all the very best for 

your deliberations during the course of the day. 


