
Launch of the Swiss-Indian Art Collective on occasion of the India Art Fair, 9 February, 2018 

Address by Ambassador Dr. Andreas Baum 

 

Ms. Jagdip Jagpal, Director of the India Art Fair, 

Mr. Frank Lasry, Managing Director at MCH Basel, 

Mr. Abhishek Basu, Director of the Basu Foundation for the Arts, 

Mr. Luc Richner, Director of Old-Fashioned Cosmopolitan, the Art of Connectivity, 

Distinguished guests, partners and friends, 

 

A warm welcome to the transformed Swiss Residence, for the launch of the 1st Swiss-Indian Art Collective 

on the occasion of the India Art Fair 2018. It is my pleasure to partner with the India Art Fair team and 

MCH Basel in a year that is very significant for Swiss-Indian relations. This year, we commemorate the 

70th anniversary of the Friendship Treaty between Switzerland and India with special projects and 

programs. Our intention is to connect creative Swiss and Indian minds, who are actively shaping the future 

of both countries. The focus lies on creating opportunities for innovation in business, research and 

technology, but also in the fields of governance, social inclusion and the arts. 

 

Tonight, Swiss-Indian collaboration creates … magic. With the help of the Basu Foundation and Old-

Fashioned Cosmopolitan, we feature Swiss artist Katja Loher, who spent the last month of 2017 at the 

Basu Foundation for the Arts in Kolkata. There, she choreographed her new mandala series in 

collaboration with local dancers. The result is a firework of the five, yes five, elements. While Ms. Loher 

unbinds chaos, she nurtures order and creates a powerful and captivating universe full of movement and 

colors. During her time in India, she also worked with Satish Gupta, who, in hours and hours of high-

precision work, formed the “Wing of Eternity”, which you saw outside in the garden, as well as this beautiful 

Mandala right here. The third member of this Swiss-Indian Art Collective is Sumakshi Singh. She brought 

us the “living garden of light” which blooms, dies and resurrects amidst flickering fireflies and 

hummingbirds in the inner courtyard. Her work can be traced to yet another Swiss-Indian connection. In 

1952, Swiss born Hans Hablützel walked from Switzerland to India. He spent the next 64 years as a 

swami before passing away in 2016. While visiting the Swiss hermit in his garden in the foothills of the 

Himalayas, Ms. Singh experienced a particular kind of light and energy, which was very distinct from the 

buzzing world immediately outside. Her installation is an homage to this moment in time.  

 

Let me at this point thank the Embassy team, especially the Cultural section, for bringing all this together. 

I think especially of my colleague Riccarda Chanda, head of section, who will soon leave us for 

Washington. This is her last Swiss Art Fair Party – and I believe her best. A heartfelt thank you to her. 

 

We are grateful that the three artists have joined us today. Ms. Loher, Mr. Gupta and Ms. Singh beautifully 

merge technology and spirituality to raise ecological awareness. They ask us the poetic question: Will the 

doves nestle on the moon? For tonight, the answer is that they are nestling with us in the gardens and 

spheres. I am very happy to share this magical moment with you. Let’s enjoy the evening. 


