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Best Practice Workshop: Capacity Building for Low Carbon and Climate 

Resilient City Development in India 

January 30 -31, 2019, India Habitat Centre, New Delhi 

 

Mr. Durga Shanker Mishra, Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, 

Mr. Shivdas Meena, Additional Secretary (AMRUT & Housing), Ministry of 

Housing and Urban Affairs, 

Prof. Jagan Shah, Director, National Institute of Urban Affairs, 

Esteemed representatives from State and city governments, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to this Best Practice Workshop of the project 

“Capacity Building for Low Carbon and Climate Resilient City Development” in 

India, better known as the CapaCITIES project. 

 

Growing urbanization is a worldwide trend and India is no exception to this 

phenomenon. It is estimated that the percentage of the population residing in 

urban areas will increase from 30% in 2011 to around 60% by 2050, which is 

indeed significant. 

 

The Government of India has recognised both the opportunities and the 

challenges of rapid urbanisation. Missions like Swachh Bharat, AMRUT and 

Smart Cities are some good examples of its efforts towards urban development. 

Similarly, both the States and city governments have to be lauded for their efforts 

towards sustainable urbanisation. 

 

You will agree that climate change, with its wide-ranging impacts, is one of the 

biggest global challenges. This has again been highlighted by the World 

Economic Forum's Global Risks Report for the year 2019, which lists failure of 

climate change mitigation and adaptation as the 2nd highest risk, behind extreme 

weather events, both in terms of impact and likelihood. 

 

As India - and the whole world - move towards urbanisation, there is a growing 

emphasis on the intrinsic link between urbanisation and climate change. 

Increasing average temperatures, changing weather patterns, more frequent 

extreme weather events, increasing water scarcity are some of the impacts 

experienced by cities. Growth in urbanization has led to an increased demand for 

energy, infrastructure and services, which in-turn put city systems under pressure. 

This will be further accentuated by the growing risks caused by climate 

variability. And poor and vulnerable segments of the city population will be 

affected most. 

 

https://www.weforum.org/reports/the-global-risks-report-2019
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The growing risks caused by climate change in the urban context require an 

integrated response including resilient and low-carbon development. India, with 

its nearly 4000 cities, is looking for solutions and support for dealing with the 

combined challenges of urban growth, poverty and climate change risks. 

 

This brings me to the CapaCITIES project, supported by the Swiss Development 

Cooperation’s Global programme “Climate Change and Environment”. This 

project aims at contributing to the Government of India’s efforts towards 

sustainable urban development. 

 

Within this project, the four cities of Coimbatore, Rajkot, Siliguri and Udaipur 

have partnered with Switzerland to address challenges related to climate change. 

The project was initiated in 2016 and since then has supported the city authorities 

in the formulation and implementation of actions and measures across priority 

sectors like water, solid waste management and transport. 

 

Quite uniquely, the project approach includes the elaboration and application of 

a tool called “Climate Resilient Cities Action Plan Process” for local 

governments. This tool provides step by step guidance for the development of a 

climate resilient action plan that addresses both adaptation and mitigation aspects. 

The participatory planning process included the preparation of a greenhouse gas 

emissions inventory, followed by a climate risk and vulnerability assessment of 

the city, thus leading to the setting of priorities in affected sectors. Possible 

solutions were identified through technical support from Indian and Swiss experts 

and translated into pilot projects. Finally, cities were supported in elaborating 

long term bankable projects. I am optimistic that this methodology and our first 

lessons learnt in applying it will be of interest for other cities, States, agencies 

and the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 

 

Knowledge is meant to be shared. We grow with the experience that we gain not 

only personally but also from others. 

 

Switzerland has made a wide range of experiences in the field of smart and 

climate resilient cities. Swiss engineering is highly diversified and developed to 

meet urban challenges. Our public transport system is one of the safest and most 

reliable in the world. Swiss buildings are designed in such a way that they usually 

last for more than one generation, in fact for hundreds of years sometimes. And 

we valorise the energy in our municipal solid waste, before we deposit the 

residues in safe landfills. Furthermore, over 400 Swiss municipalities have 

developed energy policies and action plans over the past 20 years; they have 

inspired the CapaCITIES approach. 
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Through our cooperation projects, we endeavour to share the knowledge and 

expertise gained in Switzerland. Several Swiss experts are participating in this 

workshop; they have valuable experience in transport, water and waste 

management, subjects which will be discussed today. These experts have been 

actively working with their Indian partners in the four cities and have managed 

to provide solutions adapted to the Indian context. 

 

This national best practices workshop comes at an opportune time, as we are 

approaching the end of the project’s first phase. This workshop offers an 

interactive platform for the cities, experts and other stakeholders to exchange 

experiences, from this project and others as well. Several additional cities are 

participating in the workshop; their experience will definitely enhance our 

learnings. Inputs from representatives of various other organisations will add to 

our knowledge as well. I am hopeful that learnings and experiences from the 

project over the past three years, together with inputs from the workshop, will be 

valuable for policy orientation, upscaling, replicating and mainstreaming 

activities in the upcoming phase of the CapaCITIES project. 

 

I take this opportunity to express my appreciation to the Ministry of Housing and 

Urban Affairs for its commitment in advancing the agenda of sustainable 

urbanisation through its strategic vision, resource commitments and leadership. 

We look forward to pursuing and even increasing our collaboration in the future. 

 

Let me also congratulate our four partner cities, which means their officials, civil 

society, NGOs and numerous other stakeholders. They have shown tremendous 

enthusiasm and engagement in addressing the challenges of resilient urban 

development. 

 

My gratitude also goes to the National Institute of Urban Affairs, which, as the 

knowledge partner of the CapaCITIES project, has been preparing this event. I 

would also like to thank the Swiss-Indian Consortium, consisting of South Pole, 

E-Concept and ICLEI South Asia, which has ensured a successful 

implementation of the project. 

 

I trust that, by the end of this workshop, there will be a set of learnings that you 

will be able to share with the relevant authorities and that will contribute to 

building capacity for low-carbon and climate resilient cities across India. 

 

With this, I look forward to the exchanges during these two days and wish you 

all fruitful deliberations. 

 

Thank you. 


