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Editorial

Culture and the
next normal

Culture in the «new normal»? Concerts,
performing arts, festivals, residencies, cin-
ema: What the future holds for post-pan-
demic culture remains uncertain. On the
one hand, the COVID-19 crisis has brought
countless projects to a halt, inflicting heavy
damages on the entire creative economy.
On the other hand, we are living a highly
cultural moment. Modes of relations, social
standards and everyday life are being trans-
formed. The fabric of the present is deeply
altered. We need artists’ voices to help us
make sense of these shifts, and find our
path into the next normal.

In Japan, most Swiss cultural events have
been canceled or postponed. While putting
our hopes in a rich autumn bloom, for now
we have decided to present a series of cul-
tural initiatives that can be enjoyed entirely
online. Digital museums, films in streaming,
dance in augmented reality and even robotic
sensuality: the Swiss creative scene is re-
silient and agile. Do not miss «Dance Trail»,
the amazing choreographic app by Gilles
Jobin, and «Handshake», an art installation
that lets you high five anyone in the world,
using two industrial arms...

Yours sincerely,
Culture & Communications,
Embassy of Switzerland in Japan


https://handshake.aatb.ch/
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Dance Trail, an app in
augmented reality

On the smartphone screen, Swiss dancers are spinning
on the Tokyo skyline. Each time unique, the choreography
in augmented reality turns the user into a performer.
«Dance Trail», an iPhone app by Swiss choreographer
Gilles Jobin, allows you to embed virtual dancers into any
setting you like, through the camera of your smartphone.
The vast catalog of movements and gestures, adaptable
to any situation, allows for an infinity of configurations.
The application offers a glimpse into what cultural appre-
ciation may become in the digital age: free of geographical
barriers but context-specific, individualized, user-centric.

JI\R -4 - WAEORY -~ -
AR =3

—TEDNABBZRBE DD MY UfcEERZ XD EVN DB R
DEZBDIeHIC ORYMMIRILDDIEADDIN? DERD . AREHIIS AL

BULHRULW?RA ZADT T A - TS0T 4« AAATBH DR
BICEMBER RN SO FES BTeDH RITEOMRy
AVARILV—=23V \URVIA TR PERNICTFET D KREL
FORMBENI2ARDA VI AT )V 7 — Lo EE (DI T D5h
) 3 EXCEMEORYMDFZ ZIDOBRICOTT ETER
FTDTENTED FER RAPRASHA IR EDFEETHI\
ATVTF T HDCENARRIE. N ZaP VEAREICOIZ—I1 58S
VDA VT SYNTF—LNEBU T TIY VISR ZEFRL Ty

Handshake, an interactive
robotic installation

Can robots help us overcome the challenge of living

in isolation with constant physical distance, in other
words: missing the human touch? «Handshake» is an
interactive robotic installation by Swiss design practice
AATB that addresses this question from an artistic
perspective. The physical setting of the installation
consists of two industrial arms, each equipped with an
oversized hand that can be controlled by two users
from afar. By connecting to the website, visitors have a
chance to control a large and complex robot with ease,
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and eventually high five a friend or a stranger wherever
on the globe. No manual needed! Take this opportunity
to experience some digital intimacy through this unique
online platform. Initiated by swissnex Boston, the
installation is available until June 30, 2020.

]
Digital Exhibitions

Kunsthaus Zurich

Do you like Giacometti, Picasso, van Gogh, Monet,
Warhol, or Chagall? Then you will like the Kunsthaus
ZUrich. It all started in 1787 when a group of local art
aficionados began to have regular get-togethers for
friendly discussions and mutual encouragement. From
there, the interest group has gradually grown and
established the Kunsthaus, which now houses one of
Switzerland’'s most important art collections containing
pieces from the medieval 13th century to today. And
the museum is still growing: in 2021, a new extension
designed by British architect David Chipperfield will open,
allowing visitors to marvel at more of the approximately
4,000 paintings and sculptures as well as 95,000 prints
and drawings.

Roughly 1,000 of the Kunsthaus' pieces can now be
admired on the Internet in its online collection. To help
you find the art you like the most, the collection allows
you to filter by artist, genre, technique, or keyword.

Emil Buhrle Collection

The E.G. Buhrle Collection is one of the most prestigious
private art collections in the world. It comprises medieval
wood carvings and paintings by the old masters, but
above all works by French artists of the 19th and 20th
century: paintings by Manet, Degas, Cézanne, Monet,
Renoir, Gauguin, van Goth, Picasso and Brague and many
more. In 2012, the City of Zurich decided to construct
an extension for the Kunsthaus Zurich , which will be the
new venue for the collection. As the new building is only
scheduled to be completed in 2021, the collection has
been displayed in other cities around the world, including
Tokyo, Fukuoka and Nagoya in 2018.

You can discover the collection as well as the history of
Emil Buhrle on the website of the collection.



https://www.kunsthaus.ch/en/
https://www.buehrle.ch/en/
https://mplus.kunsthaus.ch/MpWeb-mpZuerichKunsthaus/v?mode=online&l=de#!m/Object/oWwk4jl992Ksa5EAscsIdA/lightbox/@default.lightbox.large
https://www.buehrle.ch/en/
https://www.buehrle.ch/en/
https://www.kunsthaus.ch/en/
https://www.buehrle.ch/en/history/emil-georg-buehrle/
https://www.buehrle.ch/en/history/emil-georg-buehrle/
https://www.buehrle.ch/en/collection/
https://www.kunsthaus.ch/en/
https://www.kunsthaus.ch/en/
https://mplus.kunsthaus.ch/MpWeb-mpZuerichKunsthaus/v?mode=online&l=de#!m/Object/oWwk4jl992Ksa5EAscsIdA/lightbox/@default.lightbox.large
https://www.buehrle.ch/en/
https://www.kunsthaus.ch/en/
https://www.buehrle.ch/en/collection/
https://www.buehrle.ch/en/history/emil-georg-buehrle/
https://www.buehrle.ch/en/history/emil-georg-buehrle/
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Museum of Digital Art

By using only numbers and algorithms, spectacular art
can be created, which is beautifully demonstrated at
Zurich’s Museum of Digital Art. The museum is dedicated
to art forms that are based on codes. Next to its physical
exhibitions and annual shows where artist can showcase
their work, its virtual collection donated by superb

artistic programmers, including Japanese artist Takayuki
Watanabe, proves to be a very immersive experience.
Given the museum’s digital know-how, it has launched
Corona Creative Classes together with the Universities of
Zurich and Basel as well as ETH Zurich. These mostly free
live streaming lessons available in five different languages
are intended for programming-interested children,
teenagers, adults, and pensioners.
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Centre d'Art Contemporain Geneve

Andy Warhol, Lawrence Weiner, Pipilotti Rist, Ugo Rondi-
none, and On Kawara — so far, more than 300 pioneering
exhibitions have been presented at the Centre d Art
Contemporain Geneve since its opening in 1974. The Centre
has been participating in the discovery of emerging talents
as well as the rediscovery of established figures in all fields
of contemporary practice: architecture, design, new media,
music, performance, photography etc. Numerous educa-
tional and socio-artistic activities are organized by the
Centre including artists-in-residence programs.

In addition to their physical floors, the Centre has exten-
ded its repertoire by creating a digital creative platform on
their virtual 5th floor, a place of exploration and mediation.
You can see it as a tool for artistic experimentation, a
continuously renewed laboratory for sound and vision.
The 5th floor brings together a digital production space
(Works), a radio station, and a tool for disseminating
artists’ voices and ideas (Words).

Kunstmuseum Basel

The origins of the Kunstmuseum Basel date back to 1671,
which makes it the oldest museum in Switzerland. Today,
it houses a world-famous collection of approximately
4,000 paintings, sculptures, videos, and installations,

as well as about 300,000 drawings and prints from



https://muda.co/zurich/
https://muda.co/collection/melt/
https://muda.co/collection/
https://muda.co/collection/
https://muda.co/ccc/
https://centre.ch/en/
https://5e.centre.ch/en/
https://5e.centre.ch/en/works/
https://5e.centre.ch/en/radio/
https://5e.centre.ch/en/words/
https://www.kunstmuseumbasel.ch/en/kunstmuseum-basel
https://muda.co/
https://muda.co/collection/
https://muda.co/collection/melt/
https://muda.co/collection/melt/
https://muda.co/ccc/
https://centre.ch/en/
https://centre.ch/en/
https://5e.centre.ch/en/
https://5e.centre.ch/en/works/
https://5e.centre.ch/en/radio/
https://5e.centre.ch/en/words/
https://www.kunstmuseumbasel.ch/en/kunstmuseum-basel
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seven centuries in three buildings — the Hauptbau, the
Gegenwart, and — since 2016 — the Neubau. This new
building, designed by Basel-based architects Christ &
Gantenbein, is connected to the Hauptbau through an
underground wing and regularly attracts passers-by in
Basel with its unique architecture.

The museum provides its Collection Online as an invitation

to art lovers everywhere to embark on a virtual journey
through art history. You can also participate in many
activities online including an activity sheet for kids, video
talks on art work by the director Josef Helfenstein and
much more.

Schweizerisches Nationalmuseum

The Schweizerisches Nationalmuseum, amongst others
consisting of the Landesmuseum in Zurich, the Chateau
de Prangins, and the Forum Schweizer Geschichte Schwyz,
constitutes the hub of Swiss cultural history. From 6th
century brooches to 20th century posters and photo-
graphy, sabers used during the 1799 Battles of Zurich and
Willy Guhl's garden chair — you can find anything related
to Switzerland there. This large variety is now also made
accessible online, which allows you to browse through its
vast collection of art, culture, sculptures, and history, as
well as blog articles on various topics.
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Selected list of museums

Please note that the collections of the following museums
and institutions as well as 24 Switzerland-related stories
are available to browse through on Google Arts & Culture:
Kunsthaus ZUrich, Foundation Beyeler, the Olympic
Museum, the Polish Museum in Rapperswil, Museo
Vincenzo Vela, Widewalls, the Textile Museum St. Gallen,
Musée d'ethnographie de Neuchétel, Museum of Horse-
power (Basel Historical Museum), the Lucerne School

of Art and Design, CERN, and the US Embassy in
Switzerland and Liechtenstein.



https://www.christgantenbein.com
https://www.kunstmuseumbasel.ch/en/collection/collectiononline
https://www.kunstmuseumbasel.ch/en/agenda/blog
https://www.kunstmuseumbasel.ch/en/agenda/blog?tag=62
https://www.kunstmuseumbasel.ch/en/agenda/blog?tag=67
https://www.nationalmuseum.ch/en
https://www.chateaudeprangins.ch/en
https://www.forumschwyz.ch/en
https://www.forumschwyz.ch/en
https://www.landesmuseum.ch/en
https://sammlung.nationalmuseum.ch/de/maincategory
https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m06mzp
https://www.christgantenbein.com/
https://www.christgantenbein.com/
https://www.kunstmuseumbasel.ch/en/collection/collectiononline
https://www.kunstmuseumbasel.ch/en/agenda/blog
https://www.kunstmuseumbasel.ch/en/agenda/blog?tag=62
https://www.kunstmuseumbasel.ch/en/agenda/blog?tag=67
https://www.nationalmuseum.ch/en
https://www.landesmuseum.ch/en
https://www.chateaudeprangins.ch/en
https://www.chateaudeprangins.ch/en
https://www.forumschwyz.ch/en
https://sammlung.nationalmuseum.ch/de/maincategory
https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m06mzp
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Music/Radio
swissmusic.ch

Eager to dig into the Swiss music scene? swissmusic.ch
offers a platform that showcases music and music-
related news from Switzerland covering all categories;
Classical, Contemporary, Firm music/Audio design,
Folk, Jazz, Pop and World music. The magazines and
playlists are updated according to musical events, new
productions and new projects that shape the Swiss
musical landscape. Check out the «Listen» section and
discover your favorite tune!

m4dmusic

mé4music, a pop music festival run by Migros Culture
Percentage, is a gathering of the Swiss pop music

scene and a must for all music fans. With a strong focus
on new talents, m4music organizes among others the
Demotape Clinic and the Best Swiss Video Clip, the 2020
winners of which are available to see on their web page.
Other interesting features include the m4music Festival,
Conference & Demotape Clinic YouTube channel. Check
out these upcoming new talents and listen to the sounds
of Switzerland!

Swiss Radioplayer
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Swiss Radioplayer

If you are a radio lover, how about listening to a broad-
caster that is airing directly from Switzerland? «Swiss
Radioplayer» offers all Swiss radio stations and audio
programmes of the public Swiss Broadcasting Corporation
SRG SSR as well as private broadcast transmitters from
Switzerland. Which one is your favorite station?

'
Film/Animation

International Film Festival and
Forum for Human Rights

The 19th International Film Festival and Forum for Human
Rights, usually held in Geneva, offers its content online
after the physical event had to be canceled due to the
coronavirus pandemic. Next to 51 films, reportages and
documentations that aim at challenging the ways in which
we see the world, including Swiss entries, it offers expert
interviews and debates on issues ranging from climate
change and its impacts on society, to conflict resolution,
women's rights, or the role of art in the discussion of
politics and many more.



http://swissmusic.ch
https://www.m4music.ch
https://www.m4music.ch/de/demotape-clinic/winner-2020
https://www.m4music.ch/de/best-swiss-video-clip/winner-2020
www.youtube.com/user/m4music1
www.swissradioplayer.ch
www.swissradioplayer.ch
https://fifdh.org/en/fifdh-2020
https://fifdh.org/en/fifdh-2020
https://fifdh.org/en/fifdh-2020/films-a-to-z
https://fifdh.org/en/fifdh-2020/films-a-to-z
https://fifdh.org/en/fifdh-2020/program/programme-by-theme/45-suisse
https://fifdh.org/en/fifdh-2020/programme-20
https://fifdh.org/en/fifdh-2020/programme-20
https://swissmusic.ch/en/
https://www.m4music.ch
https://www.m4music.ch/de/demotape-clinic/winner-2020
https://www.m4music.ch/de/demotape-clinic/winner-2020
https://www.m4music.ch/de/best-swiss-video-clip/winner-2020
https://www.youtube.com/user/m4music1
https://www.youtube.com/user/m4music1
http://www.swissradioplayer.ch
https://fifdh.org/en/fifdh-2020
https://fifdh.org/en/fifdh-2020
https://fifdh.org/en/fifdh-2020/program/programme-by-theme/45-suisse
https://fifdh.org/en/fifdh-2020/program/programme-by-theme/45-suisse
https://fifdh.org/en/fifdh-2020/films-a-to-z
https://fifdh.org/en/fifdh-2020/programme-20
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«|t Was Dark And Eerily Quiet»

The 5-minute Swiss animation film |t Was Dark And
Eerily Quiet by Mirella Brunold and Nina Calderone is
now available to watch on SHORTSHORTS THEATER
ONLINE with English or Japanese subtitles (original
language: German) until July 21. This award-winning
animation film, created in 2014 after Brunold and
Calderone graduated from the Lucerne University of
Applied Science and Arts, revolves around an enigmatic

man who silently moors his boat at a seacoast and moves
into an abandoned house. From the very first sight, the
people of the nearby town find him suspicious. Soon

the man begins to build a strange machinery; day after
day, the townspeople observe him, until they eventually
discover his secret... Enjoy!

Cuisine

Would you like to taste Swiss gastronomy? Here are
some recipes prepared by the creme de la creme of Swiss
chefs. If that is not enough, ask Betty Bossi for help:

the fictional cooking icon provides you with inspiration
for a new dish every day. You can also follow her on her
YouTube channel. If you are more interested in historical
Swiss recipes, you can reproduce Swiss cuisine from the
16th century. And would you like to finish with a delicious
roasted coffee? MAME, a Zurich-based coffee shop
with a Japanese barista, can teach you how to bring your
coffee-making skills to perfection.
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Upcoming events in Japan

New at the Ishibashi Foundation
Collection's Special Section:
the Paul Klee Collection

In 2019, the Artizon Museum, the former Bridgestone
Museum of Art, acquired twenty-four works by Paul Klee
(1879-1940), a major Swiss artist of the first half of the
twentieth century. This collection of works from the 1910s
to the 1930s provides a comprehensive perspective into
most aspects of the artist's oeuvre, and it may be one of
the most distinguished collections of Klee's work in the
world in both quantity and quality. This special exhibition
will present twenty-five works by Klee: the twenty-four
newly acquired paintings, plus Klee's «lIsland» (1932),
which had already been part of the museum's collection.

JUN 23 - OCT 25
Artizon Museum, Tokyo
www.artizon.museum/en
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EMBASSY OF SWITZERLAND

Come to bauhaus! — the basis of
education in art and design

The Bauhaus was a school in Germany that had a
stunning impact on the 20th century art and design
history. Outstanding figures of the time — including Swiss
artists Johannes Itten and Paul Klee — were active at the
Bauhaus as teachers. To celebrate the 100th anniversary
of the school's founding, this exhibition introduces some
actual class programs, especially the basic education
material that gave ground to the creation of numerous
Bauhaus designs. The exhibition is stopping at five
museums around Japan in 2019 and 2020.

JUL17 - SEP 6
Tokyo Station Gallery, Tokyo
www.bauhaus.ac/bauhaus100/en/exhibition
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