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Welcome message from the Ambassador

Dear Swiss citizens and friends of Switzerland,

What an incredible autumn! Shortly after success-
fully moving into our beautiful new premises in
Qadsiya, we had the great privilege of welcoming to
Kuwait our Foreign Minister, Mr. Ignazio Cassis,
and Parliament President, Ms. Maja Riniker, on the
24-25 of October.

The big success and positive impact of this high-
level visit underscored the deep and special friend-
ship that has bound our two countries for decades.
It is a friendship that puts people at its heart, fueled
in particular by the deep ties that so many Kuwaiti
families have had with our country for generations.
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Solidly
sup-
ported
by this
rich
past,
our
gaze is
now
natu-
rally
turned
to-
wards
the fu-
ture.

To begin with, 2026 will be a very special year, with
celebrations marking the 60th anniversary of our dip-
lomatic relations. Without disclosing the details at
this stage, together with various partners and
friends, we are working on a number of cultural, eco-
nomic and social events to be held over the next 12
months, following a first big and special surprise in
preparation for early February.

Yours sincerely,

Tiziano Balmelli
Ambassador of Switzerland to the State of Kuwait


https://twitter.com/SwissKuwait
https://instagram.com/swissembassykuwait?igshid=eWJmYjBpcDRzYXRp

BILATERAL RELATIONS & EMBASSY'’S ACTIVITIES

Ministerial visit and inauguration ceremony

On the 25.10, Switzerland's new embassy and resi-
dence in Qadsiya were officially inaugurated during a
high-level ceremony attended by Swiss Foreign Minis-
ter Ignazio Cassis, Swiss Parliament President Maja
Riniker, and Assistant Secretary of State for the MENA
Region Monika Schmutz. The guest of honor, H.H.
Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah, was accompanied by Foreign Min-
ister H.E. Abdullah Ali Al-Yahya. More than 200 distin-
guished friends from Kuwait and Switzerland attended
the ceremony on a Saturday afternoon.

This event marked an important milestone in the bi-
lateral relations and received exceptional media and
social media coverage, as you can see in the follow-
ing pages.

As part of this visit, the Swiss delegation was also re-
ceived by H.H. Sheikh Nasser in his palace, and by
H.E. Al-Yahya in his family’s Diwaniya, a powerful
symbol of the special long-standing friendship with
Switzerland for many decades.

Reception with Schengen Consular Partners

Switzerland being part of the Schengen area, we
value our good cooperation with the colleagues of
the other relevant countries.

On the 12.11, our Deputy Head of Mission Jérébme
Charbonnet hosted a reception at the new Swiss
residence, for consular officers and visa officers.

This event was organized on the occasion of the visit

of Ms. Daniela Hill from the Swiss Regional Consular

Center in Doha, whichis [
responsible for deci-
sions on visa applica-
tions from persons re-
siding in Kuwait, after
the applications have
been registered via VFS

here in Kuwait. The
. evening provided an op-
portunity to review and
celebrate the strong co-
operation between
Schengen partners in
Kuwait and in the GCC.

Swiss Financial Expertise in Focus

The Embassy, in collaboration with the Swiss private
bank Bordier & Cie, hosted an event on the 26.11,
with an insightful presentation titled “Global Economic
Challenges and Market Outlook 2026" followed by
dinner and networking.

The event brought together guests from the financial
and business sectors for a timely discussion on key-
global trends, including the Al race, the changing dy-
namics between the U.S. and China, and the long-
term impact of U.S. debt. It offered a valuable oppor-
tunity to showcase Switzerland’s expertise in financial
matters and to encourage exchange on the evolving
challenges shaping international markets.



https://www.instagram.com/p/DRt8UvqDfrJ/?igsh=MXFoNDB3ZXRidHY2cw%3D%3D&img_index=5
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/bordier-%26-cie_economy-financialmarkets-geopolitics-activity-7401199653762940929-ct9U/

S S g pals s

. | gosaallagall glgg
= = | By b eljall g pd
e www.alanba.com. kw | et albee ok paal

o t'!ﬂf':!h"

i 76] e 100 Tl & st 0 Teass @ E g3 | S e

g il o g il ol 51 5. s il e 315 0 gl il il sl el T J3e S o

dasSon) o M) 0gdu pedd] : dnd

S | 200 1 e s it 95U it Lo [ i il | sl | ir Lo Dol i
B pliuasad ] 7 lnadlg o biad| 21 e o9 [| 91 plianslg Lial 2 I (ST (p0 i S

ul;aa.dlggah dg?h—uh.ﬂ 2 2 AT Saoaia
e ot S T rS e

i L d <id
s 2 ELR S IEGS D et ey

,MJ,.:JM.J.,..-,;....:‘..,_..,_:\ il Y i ol S gais

y.udl e e e I i
al.ﬂlduul.ogl.u.mcagmlpugmg 13!,&9!91&? MlySlu.a

el S AR g gk "!lrlrﬂmuhpf_—h_
- g eyl

S

g e gl o gl

iy B

= s
ST gin

by

oupall pals Jias
amallgloy
ety ggaall
dlagashyall caaly
allaall e

agan ()l sl & punigall 3 jlasll s aaliisl JUs ST
lehwﬁaﬁp@maﬂl@
Noca b €l Sy pyall g itk

.uu:mmwutwmzu-mm@mmwmm

S

i g LilaiL

Siaol duley ol ilokand:d pali leat Slinia et Logu mtaal dae
pang ey = mes

s S AR oA Ay kb 0504 ¢ dchanl S s anaal el (e . 7 1 V) A g gl sl @

[ e m

i}l}i’imlg Lol Joall yiSi Lnilea C13gSIl 54018 s aaaall
i allall g liaiMlg o lgall und fun g adlaiall 7yl (0 adud s dla ja d dalan 3 Ml 38y Hal
nmhldgmu)ncjgudaul_qmmmlmg gludlthq)S)n_\)numﬂl)mgmn-

] “""L,..f:""' —en

e
LTS Adwr- ovieriprriey s ]

e
— ...-»..f-.a-»,-,—-
] T L
r.,_..__._ S e Fee o e
T Pl el

frme ey e
e




S Ay pasgguanll 3 jlauall agaadl Guall ZLEAT 8 Syl sgauwm
i zlluall dgle yg abolungll a gulall Jgal Windalylis loga lades g slas e
Sgally Vaaill g §ginn 3gai ol bniSos Ll o §psiunll Jglly . oglaill £ 3908 axiliiin M aalil Sl e @

AuiaYl sgantl (8179 B yatusall Auilasall Amyliall Byg s Ll 32k

> g e Pos @ o Soe *
C9Ladl Sl (O cliltuwl 3 :Ouugudl
s
AalBy) (eIl (uAllis 203 adis .. dlgudally dlas 0 Ladlli 263 laud
CisBoudia 59 5.3 269 Duaulo st Uiy 69 igtias 23 (e il 1)

ARl azo

Ayt sguail Byl sy sl iaall TEIHM Jud

3509 Aasay 53l 395y goul] il tssaall ol
ASdaial) Fyll q.amhnagm.a Alag.aua Ua.a.ﬂ,.unl
‘“932’39&"‘“—'9‘“ I

Juolgd duaing dastisl
SN S 9EN

T 20l n g ey
ARG 0 Tyl Tl =
s Fadi gaw BTt - z = T T

anay = o = u.?.,_-., P T

s

SN e e ss
Badithac sy adisil
R

s sl s3]
u_;,al,..ug.., By

u_'u.in.:-.‘;__s_,...a__vg:.nl
e B35 g g4
B ABLaaailg @lsia gl

S b pass
aia3 dagc 4509
Bipus i yad

Tl ghang cugm
BTby L tall gy
Bagan dade

iy gl yaioctl
aMat) s

fi e e

Alghy dalaiwl sl

Jlai gaal Jalall allall

syl aSpl saball aca

G0 8ial s GLbiie

wielln (ple Judall paogs 93

JaLil il danid Slo_a i
il eouy

g

‘Suumday 26 October 2035 - 54 fryeas - ususe 40 18440  Kuwat

>

:aaaall p ol

dulisa dlaa o dasy Cugsl agds pall
M d ) gl ga) pa

alll oléiss gauwll wals alalel [pugw éjlawl aaall (ivall aliial (28T m

ld i wlgliaigadipisigaciilioga wéaliddnascigsSiim

~galoidl dya 3aa Quyl g w lpaniguw ga (glaill jlhaiul
aiay ylag pdldlg gwliw aigai Ju gyl ogaw K4 ga

Sty e 2y ha s Lk,
e

b bty

= T L ey

il i it

Ssmastnite g gt iene  glirmril iyl oty el o
S v PO P

sttt
i s Ao e S

po - s el
Curitapigag it iy Yot oon S i
= o

fre 5 L 2
,M,,..,,...uq MEed e
s s A pron ) oty

e - cug Sl 04
wualdloldue) pasi ogaw alaisl lpw sgu 8)ldwl 2yaall isall Aliial na a<i

Liai JgaJl fiSi (10 paill 63Ud Joay GygsShl :aaaall

ddbiall 3l o dwluag 44182 dlaja ua dasSay CpgSll 2gds gamll wialo =
B llg Gpin N b ddganlgddidilidgalldiaysSilos jaasoga we
& pdiunall eJLnﬂ.llq dlaluall A&l nle ,0gaT luusgaus Libyy Aylbiwl adidc =

adyis inle clad dsaila albi
Hjgdadiwlaanall
Spusgullda aglail

PSS PR S e RS N S|
i,

-

ot e AR T e U3 L T
T —— 350 sy eal

golgillgaliall aid gud ggSpLits Ogupuigulig 9grisgS il yu s wls m
dabiall qua dypm gl Olelwl Sl ad gu-a g iy el gp i Cyg S il m

u.l:l.l.uu._ﬂ'ﬂl.]._ljﬂil

e
Pt sl i
TSl

Tm S A
o

[P smir O R sy o)
&= A et o
LT e e,
ey 7 = =
s

el d
e Sy e e ey
By P

lajiasal jlhwjgwe|ilagysddsamalial, ae

e e T e e ] At s by a8 | et g
s 4 23

ey e SRR
- Vet e

b e AT G L
It e Tl
e

4




Alrai
Oif jadally Jas o0 g syl
Al b Jasidd s sl 20
i B ik gh B 9 Sl laais - "E.::::E_M:i
B Laliaalg gaul Al 4 g . S

3
° .. alraimedia.com g,

AAniall ol (30 duwlisng Aludia Al po D dasas Syl 398 gaul] sala -

sl ) s g AR Jgull g 1 0 209 M g
iyl agaw 1B Re BIg o pusigus Ro HgIll Sl gy puall -
1,5 kg Quil Caglgliln e Jas gz S Quulic| @

70 L] A8y 8 g : ptiagSll Lually ) @
Gilglaa wish arsimediacom [ 2025 yogmsl 26 ol o6

Gt ) 2 LTy TS 005 | e B0 0B M) Azl asi
Qawll wad Lol darSall Salulll  udds :3adall wals
1y siianlg Lol oyl 4287 30 agSiti e

N $ —b

|| /| - _‘j.

e

ﬁaldiiadﬁub.n@-ﬂﬁmqbpﬁumwaﬁm

JaRi Ogstf iS50l
(S 3aii Quatll D @il LS
G Ay "

= WP : e

T —
o | a1 ]
Bt 10 A Sl ll
AluSg B ke o Jdaldl

gl a5 ads b Lyaskd Guu

o o

omllpib s @ 9
shhall ualgadd )
iy
il s
www.alseyassah.com .. 2100 | iaac16
‘Stunday | 2oz san wassmans on T IIE .

Bl ool | Olas¥ e 8 s 10 2| 28 sl
el Jee B Laliki 190
...gjs)dlq.i.;ll

Coekally LB

o 101 By 5 kg 1L S, s oligen
mw(?.ﬂh';%quiiﬂ-éhmbﬂ‘:ﬁ

Rk il (o J LB el 4 Jw:-ly-i_lumw;am,.ijwﬂmx mﬁ-uaw:mﬂugwu&ﬁlﬂé
S20LhoulS Kb ARSI agy | AR i A e it el et e
el sl 3,8 il clapenn ,.t,‘.‘.,-,\—-lg’um_uu_»m.; o J Ay g gl o sl 5 R
- ‘ - gl il e o A S et i)
olf QUARE U e o) 8 8K | 0 Eujfﬂcuﬂ)dw\rm«“uwx:ﬂ o e S s o kv i gt

3 g3 gty J o eyl
eet]

s ) s L B LS are & e
‘jﬁf&f@%ﬂ:iﬁﬁ J%b{hﬂ:tl?ﬂba%’ﬂ.-bﬂd]
e ) b e SaliaiB |y 3 pome cusatly HLag

ol g g Aanad g St n 2
oo 27 gy Gaoad s " S 51,300

o il gl s i A3 A o B AaSon L1 29 a¥1 B
T

alaiall 7 )0 (ot Ausbian g
- oSl @lall igs geudicinla §
(] 09l (32395 5 paiaaly (099 ot i gl

=R 1
! |

say o g e ey J A 1
ESyall 338 Baly M ol Al 30 Sl

o ROl 4 n gk

ilrglaall b 3y Baga puslane ki " posalS¥ T alads "

bl Aulad s il Lo il Ju g
wreradRas GODNEERRE .
o il g gl i S LByt e
oy A e
gtk ol et T e L s e

BB e snapmaan car

I ey ¢ Ocobar S0k (4 Vaar) s o (000, m =T 4T, A I

iy e LR gy 4] iy A5 ) ) Sl 3 S
iy 20 ualy Ul b 7 g danall
T i ',G >,

o1 ]
Froemas Zipmey wee e
P :

LTI vy o NANME ERURNEEANY L ey apnes
O e P - e i

g et gn P S i s gy 4 ffﬁ;&.‘.}e‘-} iu%&@;ufa
e s 5 rorlegl ol el el . : =
wandseny B ELSLTRNES NSNS ARNNERETIE BLRNITNS
ity e S gl b o i B NELgy kit i
s ‘-lmp*#a»-m il ek g A R
ekt e o sl 2, i ﬁ‘:-:n’ayd‘":a‘:iu& L B b ek
e A i:.,.upﬁﬂhﬂu.. et e e - e vl g

. ¢ sl B gl -4
PREREPI. o s =y ey L e Freh ey e e ympen

ol ey L ey g Ty e s s g L L Bl "l sl
et e m;;‘-.;fuma L s Sl Byl gt a2
Sy i R e Qe i i bR i w3 ol T phop

AT R AR T iyt v Al ey ;n...y};u‘ o & gy
Bt e Ly g S s v, ki ] (e i
oy, TECinE CEUEEES EREEES SRty
B By L ) s s gl Bylai I sny il Lot o a3 s [ g el sy g1
g g B B T, i 5 i g i g eyt kg
g cf g AL S ) e i3
gl Seaedi P vor
AT o e DG N R Yl ) P S T it gy
”‘-“W'ﬂ’ﬂ e i 8 By iy & S W e Sl A g&%ﬁ:ﬁ%
et 21 | P B ol .8y
VELINAIE BT et st o gl bl ] A bt d
sﬂ&b‘iﬂaﬂ::lo-- ﬁhﬁtﬁ e [T R I, o oé’f:-oﬁém
b (o ——— ﬂwe.m»-ﬂ.'.‘iﬂ
o ﬂ&uaaw
aaial
=i
i 1
i " o]
- cliy
i el e
el Jade S
:’clu-d,dl,ﬂ . “:é(“‘
g e e Bl el
R e el B ] X

E v et s - 25 ARG s s it i

Sl i

0 g Y

1T ot o 0,08
el 3] ol A 2
R st R

sk s it
JrR AR A
[P P
STy i g sty

g 30

g
oty ) et 0 el gy
ki3 g3 )



- b
v osse k=
1% wha 182

Woather

Expertal wanther for next 3 Wi Ight I moete rodwed: By ® .
oy Wi W R 0 B35 ]

By oo i o Fusammd ¥ 1
ach iy W D K goge Mt Ml STURY 8 @
wﬂummmwu Riowat Cly ] ® =
Rimk HoaatAmot 3 18 Man = o
By Might: Wit o ather oAby B v ®on

EUWAITCITY, 06825, (XLNA ) s Haghaes

el AL A ALl A
ety Pt
b Hiane el n

Crown Prince and PM extend best wishes
HH Amir congratulates Zambian
President on Independence Day

Pk Zusis Hikane Hiddesa s
kg s 0a e cocxon of bis caumy's
M) Tuy, wilting b ot DS and B
a el

e et auay's e Doy,

e
" Highess e Pris

o pges adpogesty
Ha Hgheen he Cowe Prnce Sl S

Kouied AL Hasa A oo Py s s e

Tussy ata

ongambny his . B ko CoUS-
oy e e Ty

=
M of P A bl A Yy, a3y s o bt o Cac
Wiritar Chci scccnparid by 0 galn o kA 4 ey ' g P L naL

Kuwait and Switzerland deepen .
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Kuwait and Switzerland deepen
ties with new embassy opening

By Fares Ghaleb

AkSeyassaniareb Times Sttt
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 25:
His Highness Sheikh Nass-

Six decades of trust and cooperation celebrated

dersianding of what it meam to be &
small couniey in 2 large werld, build
ing inlluence froush Sust, oo poer

awtile, Al Ve expesal his
).,m«um sending te (wmgol
e S Eamfssy i Kunwat, co

er Al-Mohammad stated fut e srech ol His rhpnm ‘Shith
that “since its indepen- \Intdﬁmk]ﬂmddi«ﬁ:gm&:dhm’:v

dence, Kuwait has given
importance to its foreign

relations, especially with
comntries that hold a dis-
tinguished position in the

international system.

1'J|n:$: laton: rexied ek
the utomge of Hi

Hln)wsi the Amir Sheikh Mes!

AlAlmad  Alsher mm‘
who wiely leads e counry ara
delicate and sensitive stage i the
history of the region, extending his
hand of friendship tobrotherly and K wait G
friendly countries in fe Fast snd e prami

et by Shen Nasser AH

Moduaraned's seech pededly antodid
e Kuwait Swisrelesionsip and i his-
oy, Homestly, | canmt k] anthing 0
it Sheikh N ™

Asded f e s il discvsions
with the Suis Foreign A s Miniser,

e avtussy apening. Neved!
Swis Miniler extenid sn vt
fond, and G willing, Lere

in1975. When| ssumed
bip in Februsy 2006, fie

West, while focusing on Kuwaiti:  Kuweiti govemment decidal Lo open
‘Swiss relations and recommending &0 embasy for the Sak of Kawalm
the continuous suengu:mng of  Hem in April 206, seroguizing the

cooperation be tween the two

ek nacordance with His High

ness’ strategic vision”

myariance of ou relstions. | mace a0
officil viit % the Swis Conleders
tom % farher develap our relasioms: an
Segt 121620

In bis speech of e apening of 6 pagined Lt “Swizedand 3

new buakding of e Swis Embessy m
AlQaidiyeh on Saturdsy, in G pres.
enceal \wiwhnigamlin 'oh'ni‘der

Tgria

new Steikh Nesees

mermosies of he begimings, when Ku
wail and the Swiss Confederation de
cxded an June 16, 1966 1) establish re
iasions becween em. | was homared 10
ay e fist oundstion s i the e
fize of relasioms between the tw sides.

Cais
ferpurt ks A mw:. i nag.

Dot mesely & gotl cener for wedlth
mamgement and sovercign nvest
ments, o 52 haven for indk, 5
i 2 model of excellence and 2 success
ful nd independent Stae despite it
small gpraghical size. 1 diphmcy

s comistent with the Gulf dighamatic
style. Pertugs, s madk it prefersd
chvice for Gl stes whenever ey
reed neatal medistion or an il

h

ne S Embassy cpaning wilh & .

ing poliical leales, minks ke, foreign
mmiders, haads of parements, spe
cielen vy and high rarking d nectoes.
“Several rounds af politial comiuls-
txms Eve abo heen held between the
w0 cowntries, ellecting e keenness
ol buth s¥les 1 enfrance dislagae and
toortizstin en vacoe e tad
rternetiomal ises”

He swerted st this proil 4

will be bilaeral discarsians socm in Swit
zedend ™

In o, Camis id e cpecing
of e new Swiss Fmbasy in Kuwail
st dgh o sl e
e il of tust, wspect and
\r!mlih\p that urited e two courities
forsix decades. He seesed “dis i «
rare and mique histysice] mament ~
He puinied ut i move e af e
peckcl e Next year, we willcebbate

o viit and ccofmom s feon-
sultaions, reveals e significant de
velogment in e relstion i between
the twa fiendly countses. “Pertugn,

b gt of e w1
high level meeting between His High
s the Cooun Prine Sheikh Sebah
Khalid AlHamad A}Saheh and for.
mer President. o the Swiss Confecers-
tm Viola Anhend on the sxddines of
the )n;}w |zvd wak of e 758 s oa

In the same yex fut the two sides  TOlEin prodcting de nteress of ouber

decilad 1o estblih rebations, 1 was
appointed Consl General of dhe Sute

countries. Since the end of Workl War
11, Switzerland bus undertaken the task

of Kuwait 1o e Swiss Confecerasion, 01 rotecing imemests in mane fun

bsed in Geneva. | served in dut posi
som for fwo yers, before leaving for

200 cases herween different avuniries.

sesland since 1959, and during tha  ies for Wurien, up 1 e paint st

s hecome & seasamal wacition,

e
Infiondips there and spprecised in oy nkpenal il s v s

and encourging many Kuweitss ©
re bomes in verioas cariom of

erment appointed i ambasador o B SWisConfedentin in xomiance
Letunan ax is ambascos to Kuwat Wit i baws on bome awners i, This
A year baer, an bomorary comsubte of  allowed Switzerlmd 10 meinizn 18
e Suiss Canleckraion was opened  mage 5 & hulncal country m e
in Kuwait, and the b Marad Yusal  temation] media, which fus given &

Hyin \ewYclrlh:n yex; be —

ven proer
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Upgrading capital markets a priority
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Kuwait dedicates
special attention...

Continued from Page 1

Sheikh N asser alko lawded Switzerland’s achieve-
ments  in high-tech  industries, pharmaceuticak,
walchmaking and humanitarian work — notabby
through the International Committee of the Hed
Cross, puided by its philoaophy of *neutrality armed
with humanity”. He praised Switzerland's medical
and tourism sectors, which attract mamy  Kuwaiti
vigitors and imvestors, as well as its robwst legal and
financial systems, recognized globalky for transpar-
ency and anti-cormuplion efforts.

He emphas ized that Kuwail will remain committed
b its strong and stable relations with Switzerland,
built on mutual trust and shared interests, He cited
the recent meeling between HH the Crown Prince
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and
former Swiss President Viela Amberd on the side-
lines of the UN General Assembly in New York as
evidence of the enduring partnership. Earlier in the
day, HH Sheikh N asser hosted Cassis and his delega-
tion for a luncheon at Shuwaikh Palace, reaffirming
Kuwail's dedication to deepening ties with Swilzer-
land across all fields. — KUNA
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Swiss Foreign Minister inaugurates
new Swiss Chancery in Kuwait

The Times Kuwait Report

grand inauguration ceremony was held for

the new Swiss Chancery in Kuwait. The high

rofile event, hosted by the Ambassador of

Switzerland H.E. Tiziano Balmelli, was attended by

former prime minister His Highness Sheikh Nasser

Al-Mohammed, the Swiss Foreign Minister, Ignazio

Cassis, and Kuwait's Foreign Minister Abdullah Al-

Yahya, along with an eclectic mix of distinguished
guests and special invitees.

In his address to the gathering, His Highness
Sheikh MNasser stated: “Kuwait, since its
independence, has attached special importance
to its foreign relations, especially with countries
that hold a prominent position in the international
system. These relations have reached their peak
at the present time, under the patronage of His
Highness the Amir of Kuwait, Sheikh Meshal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-5abah, who wisely leads the
country during a delicate and sensitive stage
in the region’s history, extending his hand of
friendship to brotherly and friendly countries in
the East and West.

“The apening of the Swiss Embassy in the State
of Kuwait evokes memories of the beginnings, when
the State of Kuwait and the Swiss Conf ion

talks concerning regional issues in Geneva, such as
those related to Yemen, Syria, and Iran. The world's
recognition of Switzerland's neutrality is long-
standing, which explains the Vatican's decision to
choose Swiss citizens to form the Papal Guard since
the time of Pope Julius Il in 1506." He continued,
“The presence of headquarters for international

gani Switzerland—especially  in
Geneva—has facilitated direct communication for
diplomats worldwide with the UN system without
the need for intermediaries.

“Furthermore, Swiss legal and financial
institutions serve as a reference for countries
around the world in financial legislation and
international arbitration.” In combating corruption
and money laundering, many complex commercial
disputes between international companies are
decided by state courts in Geneva or Zurich, or by
an independent body such as the Swiss Centre for
International Arbitration.”

He pointed out that, in addition to all of this,
“Switzerland has become one of the mostimportant
European trading partners for countries around the
world, especially in the fields of pharmaceuticals,
medical equipment, watches, jewelry, precision
instruments, industrial tools, heavy industries, and

o jons  in

decided on 16 June 1966, to establish relations
between them. | was honored to lay the first
foundation stone in the edifice of relations between
the two sides. In the same year that the two sides
decided to establish relations, | was appointed
Consul General of the State of Kuwait to the Swiss
Confederation, based in Geneva, and | served in
that position for two years.”

He continued: I left Switzerland, a country |
feel deeply attached to, having studied there since
1959, where | built a network of relationships and
came to appreciate its spirit of order, perseverance,
and excellence. In that same year, the Swiss
government appointed its ambassador to Lebanon
as its accredited ambassadar to Kuwait. A year later,
an honorary consulate of the Swiss Confederation
was opened in Kuwait, and the late Murad Yusuf
Behbehani was appointed as the honorary consul
of the Swiss Confederation. Thus, Kuwait became
the second Gulf state to establish relations with the
Swiss Confederation

"During that period, relations between the
two sides developed, which prompted the Swiss
government to open an embassy in Kuwait City in
1975. When | assumed the premiership in February
2006, the Kuwaiti government decided to open
an embassy for the State of Kuwait in Bern in April
2006, recognizing the importance of our relations. |
also paid an official visit to the Swiss Confederation
to further develop our relations, from 12-16
September 2011."

He added, “Switzerland is not merely a global
center for wealth management and sovereign
investments, or a safe haven for funds; it represents
an embodiment of excellence. It serves as a model
of a successful and independent state, despite
its small geographical size. On the international
level, it acts as a discreet communication platform
between major powers, having proven itself over
the past decades as a reliable mediator in regional
issues, thanks tots historical neutrality and the trust
placed in it by international parties. Its diplomacy
is characterized by its quiet, confidential, and non-
confrontational approach, which aligns with the
Gulf diplomatic style.

“This is perhaps what has made it a preferred
choice for Gulf states when they require neutral
mediation or an informal communication channel,
such as its role in protecting the interests of other
countries, Since the end of World War II, Switzerland
has undertaken the task of protecting interests in
more than 200 cases between different countries,
and at its peak, it represented more than 70
countries, from Washington to Tehran, from Riyadh
to Havana, and from Moscow to Thilisi. Switzerland
played the role of a state preserving human
connection in a world rife with division, which led
to it being described as a global protector state.

“This is in addition to its hosting of indirect

military equig . It has also achieved a leading
position in Europe in terms of the volume of exports

to some countries, despite not being a member of
the European Union.

“Furthermore, Switzerland is a key partner in
humanitarian projects, both through the Red Cross,
whose presence in Switzerland is not merely an
administrative location but rather an embodiment

of the country’s own philosophy (armed neutrality
combined with humanitarianism), and through
the United Nations agencies based there and
charitable organizations in countries around the
world that have coordination offices in Geneva
and Bern and other branches throughout the Swiss
Confederation, collaborating with Swiss relief
organizations.

“Moreover, Switzedand is one of the most
important destinations for medical tourism thanks
to its prestigious medical institutions and high-
tech private hospitals. He explained that, “For us
in the Arabian Gulf, Swiss cities have attracted
Gulf family tourism, making it a seasonal tradition,
which has created informal social and cultural ties
and encouraged many Kuwaitis to purchase homes
in various cantons of the Swiss Confederation in
accordance with its laws on home ownership.
This is why Switzerland maintains the image of a
balanced country in the international media, which
has given it a positive standing in public opinion.”

He added, “Switzerland has become the neutral
hub in the current international system.” Because
of its ability to reconcile the competing interests
of major powers, and to balance economic and
humanitarian concerns, as well as power and ethics,
its importance lies not in its material strength,
but in its mediating role in wars and crises, in
its institutional position within international

organizations, in its internal stability and capacity
to embrace diversity, and in its moral legitimacy
in a world of conflicting interests. Therefore, the
Swiss model inspires decision-makers to build a
balanced diplomacy among the major powers,
without becoming involved in competing alliances.
Furthermore, Switzerland provides a safe platform
for discreet communication between international
jparties on sensitive issues.”

He noted that relations between the State
of Kuwait and the Swiss Confederation have
witnessed remarkable development, reflected
in a series of reciprocal official visits between
senior officials from baoth sides, including political
leaders, ministers, foreign ministers, parliamentary
speakers, as well as special envoys and high-ranking
directors. Several rounds of political consultations
have also been held between the two countries,
reflecting the keenness of both sides to enhance
dialogue and coordination on various regional and
international issues.

He added that this extensive diplomatic activity,
marked by visits over two decades and continuous
rounds of consultations, demonstrates the
significant progress in the relations between our
two friendly countries. Perhaps the mostimportant
of these was the high-level meeting between His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khalid

Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and the former President of
the Swiss Confederation, Viola Amherd, on the
sidelines of the high-level week of the 79th session
of the United Nations General Assembly in New
York last year.

He further added, “It is a source of great pride
for us that the State of Kuwait, thanks to the wise
leadership of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, may God protect
himn, has become one of the safest and most stable
countries, and is keen to develop cooperative
relations with various countries around the world.”
He pointed out that Switzerland is at the forefront
of these countries, as it is not merely an economic
partner, but also a political, ethical, and financial
model, which is confirmed by its policies. He said,
“The State of Kuwait will remain committed to its
relations with Switzerland. We do not forget its
stance during the brutal Iraqgi aggression, when it
took a strong and principled pesition supporting
Kuwait, and, in a humanitarian gesture, allowed
Kuwaitis stranded on its territory to extend their
stays and permitted our students to enroll in its
schools.” He affirmed that what unites Kuwait and
Switzerland is an exceptional relationship based
on mutual trust and stable interests, reflecting
a deep understanding of what it means to be a
small country in a large world, building influence
through trust, not force.

For his part, Foreign Minister Abdullah Al-Yahya
expressed his pleasure at participating in the
opening of the Swiss Embassy in Kuwait, affirming
that the speech of His Highness Sheikh Nasser
Al-Mohammed Al-Sabah  accurately reflected
the depth of Kuwaiti-Swiss relations and their

distinguished history. Minister Al-Yahya said: *l am
happy to be here at this opening, and | believe His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammed's speech
perfectly embodied the Kuwaiti-Swiss relationship
and its history. Frankly, | cannot add anything
further to what Sheikh Nasser said.”

In response to a question about whether there
were any official discussions with the Swiss Foreign
Minister, Al-Yahya clarified: “Not today; there were
no discussions. The visit was solely for the occasion
of the embassy opening,” adding: "However, the
Swiss Minister extended an invitation to visit
Switzerland, and God willing, there will be bilateral
discussions soon in Switzerland.”

In his address on the occasion, Head of the
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of the Swiss
Confederation (Swiss Foreign Minister] Ignazio
Cassis affirmed that the opening of the new Swiss
Embassy in Kuwait embodies the depth of bilateral
relations and reflects the spirit of trust, respect, and
friendship that has united the two countries for six
decades, noting that this occasion represents a rare
and unique historical moment.

Cassis sald: “It Is a great pleasure and joy to
welcome you all, His Highness Sheikh Nasser, my
dear colleague Foreign Minister Abdullah Yahya, and
all the Excellencies and dignitaries present in this
room, and all the friends of Switzerland and friends
of Kuwait who are here today to celebrate this very
special moment with us. As|said, itis agreat pleasure
towelcome you all to this brand new building. | have
also visited the other two floors, and | can say that
we now have a Swiss home that perfectly reflects the
spirit of our bilateral relationship. You can see that it
is solid, reliable, people-oriented, and inclusive. By
bringing the embassy and the residence under one
roof, we are giving new momentum and greater
visibility to the excellent work that our colleagues
are doing here in Kuwait, and I take this opportunity
to thank them all.”

He continued: “This friendship began with a
vision, the vision of a brilliant young Kuwaiti man
in the 1930s who realized early on how much his
compatriots would appreciate Swiss expertise and
precision. That vision transformed into a success
story, and since then, it can almost be said that
Kuwait runs on Swiss time.

| told His Excellency the Foreign Minister that
this is evident even in His Highness's punctuality, as
Sheikh Nasser arrived at the ceremony exactly one
minute before the scheduled time, and that's, of
course, because it's all about Swiss watches!” Cassis
pointed out that “the first partnership between
Omega and the Behbehani family paved the way
for many other partnerships,” explaining that
“today, there are more than 12 Swiss companies
represented in Kuwait, and approximately 450
Swiss brands are present in the Kuwaiti market.”

He added, “Ladies and gentlemen, dear friends,
our economic relations have never overshadowed
our true friendship. The relationship between the
people of our two countries is based on trust and
has always generated mutual curiosity. Kuwaitis
were among the first people in the Gulf to discover
Switzerland, thanksto the direct flights launched by
our former national airline, Swissair, in 1959, Since
then, Switzerland has become a second home for
many Kuwalti families.”

Speaking on the occasion, Ambassador of
Switzerland H.E. Tiziano Balmelli, affirmed that
the opening of the new Swiss Embassy building
in Kuwait reflects the depth of the distinguished
relations and the beautiful friendship that unites
the two countries, praising the high-level presence
from both sides during the opening ceremony.

In a statement to reporters, Ambassador Balmelli
said: “It was a great honor for us to host the Swiss
Foreign Minister and the President of the Swiss
Parliament and their accompanying delegation,
along with His Highness Sheikh Nasser and His
Excellency the Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Yahya.” He added: “There were a large
number of Kuwaiti friends of Switzerland here, and
it was very emotional and beautiful. It is a beautiful
testament that confirms the depth of friendship
between our two countries.”




EMBASSY NEWS

The Embassy in the local news: a selection

1. Interview on the 06.08.2025 with the Swiss Am-
bassador T. Balmelli — Discussion About Kuwait—
Swiss Bilateral Relationship On Good Morning Ku-
wait show KTV 2.

2. KTV2 on the trilateral cooperation between

UNDP, Kuwait and Switzerland to provide humani-
tarian support and promote development in Sudan.
3. KTV2 “Good Morning Kuwait” on the opening of
the new embassy.

CONSULAR

Regional Consular Center (RCC) in Doha

The RCC within the Embassy of Switzerland in
Doha/Qatar handles all consular services (legalisa-
tions, passports etc.) also for the Swiss citizens
based in Kuwait. Contact information below.

SwissInTouch, Switzerland in your pocket

This This App enables the Swiss abroad to get im-
portant information from their official representation,
the various federal offices and other institutional
partners in a single, state-of-the-art platform

Travel safely with the Travel Admin App

The app provides ideal support in preparing a trip. It
also offers useful information and services for people

CONTACT

Embassy
Embassy of Switzerland in Kuwait,
Qadsiya, Block 3, Street 33,House 2

4. Al Rai Media on the visit of the Swiss Foreign Min-
ister Ignazio Cassis to H.H. Sheikh Nasser.

5. Algabas on the inauguration ceremony of the new
embassy.

6. The Times of Kuwait on the inauguration of the
new embassy and the ministerial visit.

7. Al Jarida with the Swiss Ambassador on coopera-
tion in the field of cybersecurity.

travelling, not only in case of a crisis. But if the crisis
does occur, the app can become a particularly valu-
able tool: More information here.

Organisation of the Swiss Abroad (OSA)

The Organisation of the Swiss Abroad has repre-
sented the overall interest of Swiss nationals abroad
in Switzerland since 1916, and is recognised be the
authorities as the mouthpiece of the ‘Fifth Switzer-
land’. The OSA provides online information and per-
sonal advice to Swiss nationals living abroad and
publishes the ‘Swiss Review’ magazine. The OSA
also provides holiday programmers and educa-
tional/training courses for young Swiss nationals.

Consular Affairs
Regional Consular Center - Embassy of Swit-
zerland in Doha, Zone 66, Wadi al-Humra

Kuwait Street 807, Villa 60, Doha, Qatar

+965 22 54 91 50 | email | website

Follow us on X
Follow us on Instagram

© FDFA 2025

+974 4020 3402 | visa email | general

Switzerland.
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