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Switzerland presented the new strategy for cooperation with Serbia from 2014 to 2017,
worth CHF 75 million

Swiss Ambassador to Serbia Jean-Daniel Ruch presented on Wednesday Switzerland's new strategy for
cooperation with Serbia from 2014 to 2017, worth CHF 75 million.

The presentation was held at the Swiss embassy in Belgrade, where Ruch said the funds for the strategy
were 20 percent higher than before.

Switzerland sees Serbia as a key player in regional cooperation and values their partnership highly, Ruch
noted, adding that the strategy confirmed his country's support for Serbia's EU integration.

The strategy relies on the experience from the cooperation between the two countries so far and shows
strong commitment and constant support to economic, social and political reforms in Serbia, he said.
Switzerland is one of the biggest investors in Serbia, he remarked, adding that the relations and
cooperation between with Serbia were good on all levels, citing as an example the two countries'
presidencies of the OSCE this and next year.

Official of the Swiss Development and Cooperation Agency Adrian Meter said the assistance to Serbia
would target mostly administration, economic development, energy efficiency and renewable energy
sources.

The humanitarian and development assistance Switzerland has provided for Serbia since 1991 is at CHF
300 million.

Serbia's State Secretary for Foreign Affairs Snezana Jankovic stressed that Swiss investments and
assistance were contributing significantly to stability in the Western Balkans.

She believes that the consecutive presidencies of the OSCE by Switzerland and Serbia will strengthen
the two countries' relations further and make an important contribution to the work of the OSCE.
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