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Embassy of Switzerland 
Regional Consular Centre Lonodon 
16 – 18 Montagu Place 
W1H 2BQ London 

 
Work Permit 

 
The Company / Employer in Switzerland must file the application for a work permit at the 
responsible Office of Migration in Switzerland. As soon as the authorisation letter from the Office 
of Migration in Switzerland is available, you must visit the Regional Consular Centre in person. 
Please send an e-mail to london.visa@eda.admin.ch in order to book an appointment. 
 
The following documents must be submitted at the time of your appointment: 
 

 1 passport-size photographs (not older than 6 months,  
not older than 6 months and complying with the following requirements 
https://www.icao.int/Security/mrtd/Downloads/Technical%20Reports/Annex_A-
Photograph_Guidelines.pdf 
 

 National passport or official travel document valid for more than 3 months beyond the validity 
of the requested visa, with at least two blank visa pages (pages do not need to be consecutive) 

 

 Copy of the passport including the signature page  
 

 Copy of authorisation letter from the cantonal authority 
 

 Visa fee 
 
Please note that processing time is 48 hours (two working days). 
 
When applying for a C visa (up to 90 days over any period of 180 days), for the following nationals the visa 
processing time can take up to 14 working days:  
Afghanistan, Algeria, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Belarus (applies only to holders of diplomatic or service 
passports), D.R. Congo, Egypt (does not apply to holders of diplomatic and service passports), Eritrea, Ethiopia,  
Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, North Korea, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mali, Morocco, 
Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Palestine, Qatar, Russian Federation (applies only to holders of service 
passports), Rwanda, Saudi Arabia (does not apply to holders of diplomatic passports), Somalia, Sri Lanka, South 
Sudan, Sudan, Syria, Tajikistan, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Vietnam, Yemen, Refugees, Stateless 
persons. 
If you apply at the Regional Consular Centre in London, please collect your passport either in person or provide 
a prepaid, self-addressed Royal Mail special delivery envelope when you submit your application. 
 
The entry visa will allow you to travel through the Schengen states and enter Switzerland during its validity. 
Within the first 14 days of your initial entry, you will have to declare your arrival at the Residents’ 
Registration Office at your place of residence 
(German: Einwohnerkontrolle, French: Contrôle des habitants; Italian: Controllo degli abitanti).  
The work permit will be issued upon notification of your arrival in Switzerland. 
 

Some links about Switzerland which might be useful:  

https://www.sem.admin.ch/sem/en/home/themen/arbeit.html 
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