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the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
(SDC), the Human Security Division (HSD), the FDFA’s
Political Directorate, the State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) and the State Secretariat for
Migration (SEM). In Switzerland’s cooperation strategy, this commitment is focused on three main areas:
democratic transition and human rights; sustainable,
inclusive economic development and employment;
migration and protection. In Egypt and Tunisia, Switzerland is active in all three domains. In Morocco it
is implementing a smaller programme, and in Libya
and Algeria it provides humanitarian aid.

Democratic transition and human rights
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Since the political upheavals in 2011, Switzerland has focused its commitment on supporting the economic and social transitions in Tunisia and Egypt. Swissprojects are geared towards
promoting democracy and human rights, sustainable and inclusive economic development
and employment, as well as issues to do with
migration and protection.

Switzerland helps to strengthen the rule of law,
human rights, political dialogue and civil society.
In Tunisia, Switzerland supported the electoral processes in 2011 and 2014 and provided experts on
constitutional issues. Switzerland also helps Tunisia
and Egypt to deal with the legacy of the past and
supports their public institutions’ efforts to become
more transparent.

Sustainable and inclusive economic
development and employment
Context
The North Africa region comprises several countries
with very different profiles, but whose geopolitical
significance and proximity to Europe makes them all
important partners for Switzerland. All these countries are struggling with the same challenges: high
unemployment, especially among young people;
widespread corruption; regional disparities; political,
economic and social exclusion; a fragile security situation; a stagnating economy and strong migratory
flows.

Switzerland helps to improve economic prospects by
running innovative and pragmatic projects, with a
view to boosting international competitiveness and
economic conditions. It also shares its experience in
vocational education and training and promotes the
sustainable use of natural resources. For example,
since 2012 the SDC has supported the modernisation of the water and waste water sector by running
a project in Aswan, one of Egypt’s disadvantaged
provinces (or ‘governorates’). The project is aimed at
the 100,000 inhabitants of the El-Nassereya quarter,
where a new reservoir capable of holding 2,000 m3
of water has been built.

Switzerland’s support
Switzerland’s commitment in North Africa is implemented by various Federal Administration offices:
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New water taps in the school playground in Aswan. © SDC

Migration and protection

Partners

North Africa has a tradition of strong migratory
flows within its different countries and the region
and of being a point of departure for Europe for people leaving their homelands for economic or conflict
reasons. Many of them fall victim to violence and exploitation. Switzerland works with local authorities,
their diaspora abroad and international and bilateral
organisations, protecting and assisting vulnerable
migrants and victims of human trafficking and promoting their rights. Through the Tunisian Red Crescent, Switzerland provides emergency aid for refugees rescued at sea and migrants in transit camps.

›› Swiss NGOs: Swisscontact, Swisspeace
›› Local and international NGOs: International Alert,
World Organisation Against Torture, Tunisian Red
Crescent, Regional Centre for Mediation and Dialogue, Doctors of the World
›› Government partners: ministries, departmental
and municipal authorities
›› Multilateral organisations: WBG, UNDP, IOM,
WFP, UNHCR, AfDB, ICRC
›› Bilateral agencies: Germany, Norway

Budget 2017 by theme and source of funding
(CHF million)
Multilateral cooperation
Project to rehabilitate fishing grounds
in Djerba. © SDC

Switzerland works together with the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) to encourage inclusive growth and with the UN Refugee Agency
(UNHCR) to provide better protection for refugees
and female migrants. It also supports the activities of
the World Food Programme (WFP) and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).

Cross-cutting themes: gender equality and
governance
Workshop making windows and doors
in Kasserine. © SDC

Switzerland considers gender-specific aspects in all
projects and is committed to promoting the equality
of women and men. With respect to governance it is
committed to non-discrimination, accountability and
an approach based on human rights.
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Facts and Figures (source: World Bank, World Development Indicators 2015)

Surface area
Population
Population growth rate
Life expectancy (2014)
GDP per capita

Egypt
1'001'540 km2
91'508'084
2.1%
71.1 years
3340 USD

Morocco
446'550 km2
34'377'511
1.3%
74 years
3040 USD

Libya
1'795'540 km2
6'278'438
0.3%
71.7 years
6030 USD
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Tunisia
163'610 km2
11'107'800
1%
74.1 years
3970 USD

Algeria
2'381'741 km2
39'666'520
1.9%
74.8 years
4318 USD
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