
Switzerland’s support 

Bilateral cooperation between Switzerland and BiH 
began in 1996. During the conflict and its immediate 
aftermath, Switzerland delivered humanitarian aid 
and carried out a reconstruction programme. Since 
2000, Switzerland’s assistance has focused on the 
political reform process, reconciliation between the 
parties to the conflict and economic development. 

The 2017–2020 cooperation strategy aims to 
strengthen social, economic and political inclusion in 
the BiH and help build a social market economy and 
democratic political system with a view to the coun-
try’s eventual accession to the EU.

Complex political structures and an underdeveloped 
centralised state mean efforts in Bosnia and Herze-
govina must pay particular attention to the country‘s 
political context.  To ensure that it takes into account 
the interests of all parties, Switzerland is active in all 
parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Swiss Agen-
cy for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the 
State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) engage 
in development cooperation activities in the areas of 
democratic governance, local services, justice, the 
economy and employment, and healthcare, while 
the State Secretariat for Migration (SEM) is respon-
sible for the migration partnership between Switzer-
land and BiH.

Democratic governance, municipal services 
and justice

In its cooperation with BiH, Switzerland is helping 
to develop accountable institutions tailored to citi-
zens’ needs by improving access to public services 
and making them easier to use. The inclusion of 
marginalised groups is a key concern. Furthermore, 
Switzerland is working to increase decentralisation 
in politics, the tax system and administrative mat-
ters by encouraging better cooperation between the 
different levels of government. It is also supporting 
reforms in the justice system to rebuild citizens’ con-
fidence in their institutions and society as a whole.

Switzerland is assisting Bosnia and Herzego-
vina in its transition towards a democratic so-
ciety and social market economy. Cooperation 
activities focus on supporting inclusive political 
reform, encouraging economic development 
and strengthening the health sector.

Background 

The Dayton Peace Agreement put an end to the war 
in Bosnia in 1995 following four years of devastation 
and bloodshed. The agreement still influences the 
political structure of today’s Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(BiH), a fragile state split into three parts: the Federa-
tion of Bosnia and Herzegovina, inhabited mainly by 
people of Bosniak and Croat origin; Republika Srps-
ka, where mainly people of Serb origin live, and the 
District of Brčko, a self-governing administrative unit. 
Ethnic divides still influence the country’s politics and 
reform is slow. The economy suffers from severe 
structural deficits and there is 54% unemployment 
among young people aged between 15 and 24. So-
cial and economic divides are growing and nearly 
50% of the population is exposed to some form of 
discrimination. Nevertheless, BiH applied to join the 
European Union in February 2016 and its application 
was accepted in September of that year. However, 
the country must still overcome important hurdles to 
become a member state.
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Transversal themes

Switzerland ensures that all projects comprise the 
five principles of good governance – accountability, 
participation, non-discrimination, transparency and 
efficiency. Switzerland also supports gender equal-
ity through all of its programmes. Depending on the 
context in which a project is carried out, it may also 
address various aspects of disaster risk reduction or 
migration and the opportunities it represents for the 
country’s development.  

Partners

›› Swiss NGOs, e.g. Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation
›› Swiss partners: Cantons of Geneva, Jura, Fribourg 

and Bern; Office of the Public Prosecutor of the 
Canton of Zurich, Geneva University Hospitals

›› International NGOs: CARE International
›› Multilateral organisations, e.g. UNDP, UNICEF, 

WHO, World Bank
›› National partners: Government departments, re-

gional and local authorities (bodies, cantons, mu-
nicipalities) and civil society organisations

›› Co-funding partners: Sweden, Norway, Germany

Budget for 2017-2020 by theme and source of 
funding (mio. CHF)  

Healthcare

The aim in this sector is to guarantee universal access 
to good-quality primary healthcare and equip people 
with knowledge to help them to make better choic-
es and adopt more healthy lifestyles. Switzerland’s 
efforts to set up primary healthcare services focus on 
the development of nursing services, on community 
mental healthcare and on preventing chronic diseas-
es, which will reduce sector costs in the long term. 

Economy and employment

Switzerland’s efforts in BiH encourage a busi-
ness-friendly environment and new job opportuni-
ties. The two countries are working at the regional 
level to increase the transparency and efficiency of 
public finance mechanisms, while efforts to improve 
economic framework conditions envisage private 
sector growth and access to foreign markets for Bos-
nian businesses.

Alongside these efforts, Switzerland is helping to 
fight unemployment among young people. It is as-
sisting in the development of vocational education 
and training courses geared to market demand. It is 
also supporting government employment agencies 
in efforts to reintegrate unemployed people in the 
job market, with particular focus on disadvantaged 
groups including women. 

Migration

In 2009, Switzerland and Bosnia and Herzegovina 
signed a migration partnership to deal with the chal-
lenges and exploit the positive economic and social 
potential of migration. In the event of a continuation 
of the mass migration movements from the Middle 
East, which have particularly affected the Balkans re-
gion, Bosnia and Herzegovina needs to be prepared. 

Multilateral cooperation

Switzerland works closely with multilateral organisa-
tions such as the UNDP, the World Health Organiza-
tion and the World Bank to lend targeted support to 
institutions undertaking reforms towards European 
integration.

In order to alleviate unemployment, 
Switzerland supports vocational 
education and training for young 
people.

Switzerland is committed to universal 
access to primary healthcare.

One-stop-shops – provided by local 
government – offer comprehensive 
and transparent municipal services.

Impressum

Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA)
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC)
3003 Bern, Switzerland
www.sdc.admin.ch

Federal Department of Economic Affairs, Education and 
Research (EAER)
State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO)
3003 Bern, Switzerland
www.seco-cooperation.admin.ch

Photos: © SDC

Economy and 
employment: 16.7 
SDC: 12.7 / SECO: 4

Local governance, 
municipal services and 

justice: 38
SDC: 28 / SECO: 10

Health: 12.5
SDC: 12.5 / SECO: 0

Others: 1.8
SDC: 1.8 / SECO: 0

Total: 69 
SDC: 55 / SECO: 14
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