










Kyrgyzstan: Health promotion at village level
The SDC is contributing to about 1,700 Village Health Com-
mittees run by 18,000 volunteers. Health awareness has im-
proved in 87% of the villages of Kyrgyzstan, in which 65% 
of the country’s total population live. The village volun- 
teers act as partners for the professional health workers. 
This “community action for health” model is now being 
fully integrated into the public health system, thus ensuring 
its sustainability. 

Great Lakes: Strengthening decentralised health systems
In Rwanda, Burundi and the eastern part of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, the SDC contributes to strengthening the 
health facilities and authorities at district level. As a result, 
scarce resources are better managed, and service delivery 
gains in efficiency. The availability of good quality care mo-
tivates the population to visit the health facilities. In 2014 
almost 3 in 4 people living in the regions where the SDC is 
operating went to consult a health professional at least once, 
compared with 2 in 4 in 2011. 
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Facts and figures

Since 2000 substantial progress towards public 
health has been made globally. Switzerland has 
made a definite contribution to this.

 
-49% decline in the child mortality 
rate between 1990 and 2013 

 
Mortality among children under 5 years of age 
declined globally, from an estimated rate of 90 
deaths per 1,000 live births to 46 deaths per 
1,000 live births. Since 1990 almost 100 million 
children under five have been saved. As diarrhoeal  
disease is the second leading cause of death in 
children of this age group, access to safe drink-
ing water is essential. In Central Asia, Ukraine 
and Moldova for instance, 103,000 people had 
gained access to drinkable water by the end of 
2013 thanks to SDC support.

 
450 million  Number of 
insecticide-treated mosquito nets 
distributed between 2002 and 2014

A considerable increase in malaria prevention 
efforts (including through the distribution of 
mosquito nets) and improved access to effec-

tive diagnosis and treatment saved an estimated 
4.3 million lives during the 2000–2013 period. 
In Sub-Saharan Africa, 92% of those who die 
from the disease are children under 5 years. In 
Tanzania, the SDC has been helping the central 
and district health authorities to ensure universal  
coverage with malaria intervention since 1995.

6,6 million  Number of lives 
saved between 1995 and 2013 by  
supplying antiretroviral therapy to  
HIV-infected people

A major drop in AIDS-related mortality has been 
seen in many high prevalence countries. In 2013 
an estimated 1.5 million people died of AIDS 
globally; a 35% reduction from 2005. How-
ever progress for children is lagging behind. In  
Malawi and Zambia the SDC worked with the 
health ministries to establish special sexual and 
reproductive health services for young people 
which include HIV tests, counselling and access 
to contraception.
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“In Zimbabwe, nearly 15% of people aged 15 to 49 are 
HIV positive. The Newlands Clinic in Harare gave me 
new prospects by offering me the antiretroviral therapy 
I needed. Today I can give other HIV-positive people the 
support I received.”  
Jacob M., volunteer councillor
 
Zimbabwe The SDC has been supporting the pioneering approach of  
the Newlands Clinic to treating HIV-positive patients and people suffering 
from AIDS since 2004.

“With the increase of its contribution to the Global Fund, 
Switzerland is sending a clear signal that we can sustain 
momentum in our efforts to raise money in the fight 
against HIV, tuberculosis and malaria.”  
Mark Dybul, Executive Director of the Global Fund
 
The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria  
Switzerland supports the work of the Global Fund with an annual  
contribution of CHF 20 million.

“After the experience I had during the birth of my first 
child, I swore I’d never have another. But in the space of 
a few years many things have changed: hospital rooms 
are now pleasant and the personnel is professional and 
caring.”  
Yulia V., mother of two
 
Ukraine The SDC has been helping the authorities develop a more modern 
and professional health sector since 2008.
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